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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 4-13 and 18-32 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in 
improper form because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any other 
multiple dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims have not 
been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Walsh et al. (6,633,746) in view of Luzzatti et al. (2002/0024947). 

Regarding claim 1, Walsh teaches a mobile graphics display device (200; Fig 3), 
comprising a touch sensitive display screen (310; Fig 3) coupled to a touch screen 
processor (330; Fig 3), the touch screen processor being operable to generate first ink 
data representative of an input drawing action applied to the touch sensitive display 
screen (Column 3, lines 7-11), a graphics display (310; Fig 3) and a graphics image 
processor (350; Fig 3) operable to display images representative of at least the first ink 
data an the graphics display (Column 3, lines 7-10; Column 4, lines 9-12), and a data 
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processor (320; Fig 3) operable in combination with a wireless communications 
processor (360; Fig 3) to communicate the first ink data from the mobile graphics 
display device to another graphics display device (Column 3, lines 10-25), to receive 
other ink data created by the other graphics display device (Column 3, lines 26-34), the 
other ink data being representative of other drawing action (Column 3, lines 20-22), the 
graphics image processor being operable to generate a representation of the other ink 
data with respect to the representation of the first ink data according to a common 
reference (a template = a common reference; Column 4, lines 28-31), 
Walsh fails to teach wherein the data processor is operable in combination with the 
wireless communications processor to communicate a presence signal providing an 
indication that the mobile graphics device is available to send and move ink data to at 
least one other graphics display device of a predefined group of graphics display 
devices, to receive a presence signal from the other graphics display device, the 
presence signal being indicative that the other graphics display device is available to 
send and/or receive ink data from the mobile graphics display device, the data 
processor being operable in response to the presence signal to display an indication on 
the graphics display screen that the other device is available to send and to receive ink 
data, and following receipt of the presence signal from the other graphics display 
device, to send and to receive the ink data to and from the other graphics display 
device; as claimed. 

Luzzatti teaches a system to dynamically reveal availability status for communicating 
with one of more entities wherein the data processor is operable in combination with the 
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wireless communications processor to communicate a presence signal (para [0047]) 
providing an indication that the mobile graphics device is available to send and move 
ink data to at least one other graphics display device (para [0047]; Fig 3) of a 
predefined group of graphics display devices (408, 410, 412, 414; Fig 4), to receive a 
presence signal from the other graphics display device, the presence signal being 
indicative that the other graphics display device is available to send and/or receive ink 
data from the mobile graphics display device (para [0047]) (Note: As cited, para [0047] 
describes different presence indicators. Indicator of "online" shows the other device is 
active and ready of communication), the data processor being operable in response to 
the presence signal to display an indication (para [0019]) on the graphics display 
screen that the other device is available to send and to receive ink data, and following 
receipt of the presence signal from the other graphics display device, to send and to 
receive the ink data to and from the other graphics display device (para [0089]) (Note: 
As cited, para [0089] clearly indicates the user is available for text chat = send and 
receive ink data). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
have modified the communication system as taught by Walsh with the addition of 
communication availability as taught by Luzzatti, because this will provide a system and 
method for a user to dynamically reveal their availability status for communication with 
one of more entities or group entities thus providing a very effective way of 
communication (Luzzatti: para [0015]). 
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Regarding claim 15, this is method claim and is rejected same as the claim 1 , as 
explained above. 

Regarding claim 2, Walsh further teaches a mobile graphics display device, 
wherein the data processor is operable in response to a command received via the 
touch screen to establish a connection with the other graphics display device, the ink 
data produced from drawing actions from the touch screen being communicated to the 
other graphics display device (Column 2, lines 12-14; Column 2, lines 31-42). 

Regarding claims 3 and 16, Walsh teaches a mobile graphics display device, 
wherein the data processor is operable in combination with the graphics display 
processor, as explained above for claim 1 . 

Walsh fails to teach providing a iconic representation on the display screen representing 

the presence of the other graphics display device; as claimed. 

Luzzatti teaches a system to dynamically reveal availability status for communicating 

with one of more entities wherein the system providing a iconic representation on the 

display screen representing the presence of the other graphics display device (para 

[0019]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
have modified the communication system as taught by Walsh with the addition of 
communication availability as taught by Luzzatti, because this will provide a system and 
method for a user to dynamically reveal their availability status for communication with 
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one of more entities or group entities thus providing a very effective way of 
communication (Luzzatti: para [0015]). 

4. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Malik 
(2003/021 8631 ) in view of Walsh et al. (6,633,746). 

Regarding claim 14, Malik teaches a server plug-in (300; Fig 3) operable in 
combination with an instant messaging server (330; Fig 3) and a data store (340; Fig 
3), to maintain connection information in association with the data stored in the data 
store (para [0022]), the connection information associated in accordance with a defined 
group to identify presence information in accordance with whether one or more of the 
predefined group of devices is available to exchange ink data (para [0006]), and 
consequent upon one or more devices being identified, to communicate ink data from a 
device from the group to any of the other graphics display devices of the group which 
are identified as being present (Fig 3; para [0041]; para [0044]) (Note: As cited in para 
[0044] the client device in one embodiment is a general purpose digital computer, 
minicomputer ). 

Malik fails to teach the plug-in being operable to receive ink data from a plurality of 
sources and to store the ink in the data store in association with a common reference 
space; as claimed. 

Walsh teaches a communication system wherein the plug-in (Column 3, lines 35-60) 
being operable to receive ink data from a plurality of sources (200, 210; Fig 2) and to 
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store the ink in the data store (Note: As cited in Column 3, lines 35-60, the system 
includes a server (computer) and it will obviously have data store (memory) for storing 
information/data) in association with a common reference space (Column 4, lines 28- 
32). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
have modified the system of Malik with the communication of ink data as taught by 
Walsh, because this will provide an improved system with a touch-sensitive display 
screen and improved method of communicating using small communication device. 
Also other benefit of Walsh's system in to not only communicating with standard inbuilt 
messages, but also enable user to write on the touch sensitive display and 
communicate that information. 

5. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Walsh 
et al. (6,633,746) in view of Luzzatti et al. (2002/0024947) as applied to claim 15 above, 
and further in view of Sun et al. (2002/0143994). 

Regarding claim 17, Walsh and Luzzatti teaches the method of exchanging hand 
drawn data, as explained in claim 15 above. 

Walsh and Luzzatti fail to teach compression encoding the ink data; as claimed. 
Sun teaches a method for implementing ink data communication comprising 
compression encoding the ink data (Fig 4; Fig 5; para [0029], lines 1-16). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
have modified the method of exchanging hand drawn data as taught by Walsh and 
Luzzatti with data compression as taught by Sun, because this will enable to reduce the 
amount of data transferred to higher functional levels without reducing the information 
representing by the raw ink data (Sun: para [0029], lines 13-16). 



Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Huang (2009/0098893); Shiigi (7,516,183) and Yen et al. 
(6,724,918). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PREMAL PATEL whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5892. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 6:30 to 4:00, with 
every other Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amare Mengistu can be reached on (571)272-7674. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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